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Noah listens to God (Genesis 6:9 – 8:22)
 
Main Point: God loves people and wants to rescue them.
 
Key Verse: The Lord is not slow to keep His promise. He is not slow in the way some people understand it. He is patient with you. He doesn’t want anyone to be destroyed. Instead, He wants all people to turn away from their sins. – 2 Peter 3:9
                    
Materials: Small strips of paper (at least one per student), strips of paper with “worldly” things (money, sin, etc) washable markers, an Easter egg, a bowl or bucket of water
 
Hands on Application:
·      Say: Wow, that was quite a lesson we just had! What an incredible journey for Noah and his family! Today we’re going to take a closer look at the trust it took for Noah to follow God’s directions for 120 years, the amount of time it took Noah to build the ark.

·      Say: Here are some small strips of paper. Pass out strips of paper and markers to students. What I want you guys to do is draw a person on your strip of paper. Don’t worry about making it look real – stick figures are just fine! I have some strips with “worldly” things written on them. I also have some water here and an Easter egg. This water is going to represent the flood and the egg will be Noah’s ark. I’m going to take one “person” and put them in the “ark.” Now, we’re going to put all the strips and the “ark” in the “flood.”
Group Discussion:
·      Say: It took a lot of trust on Noah’s part when God told him about His rescue plan. Imagine if you had never seen or heard of rain before, and one day God told you that so much water was going to fall from the sky that it would cover the whole earth? It would take a LOT of trust for you to believe it, and even MORE trust to build a giant boat with room enough for your whole family and two of EVERY animal IN THE WHOLE WORLD. But this is exactly what Noah did! And the whole time he was building the ark, he tried to warn everybody around about the impending flood, but nobody believed him outside of his family (2 Peter 2:5).

·      Say: So, Noah had to put his faith in God in order to survive the flood. But what about us? Do we have a reason to put our faith in God? Yes! Because of our sin, we, just like the people of Noah’s day, are in great danger of being punished by God. The punishment for us is much worse, however: instead of a flood, the punishment for us would be eternal separation from God! But since God is merciful, He has a rescue plan for us just like He did for Noah. His rescue plan for us is Jesus! If we put our faith in Jesus like Noah put his faith in God’s ark, we will be saved from the punishment that is a result of our sin. Teacher, go back to your water with the strips of paper and the egg. Show the strips that were in the water.
·      Say: Look! All the people who were not in the ark are gone now, just like anyone who does not put their faith in Jesus will be separated from God forever. All the things of the world like money and sin are gone as well. But what about the person in the “ark”? Open the egg. This person is just fine! Just like this person in our “ark,” anyone who puts their faith in Jesus will be rescued from the punishment of sin and will spend eternity with God.
Conversation with God (Prayer): Pray that your children will remember that God always has a rescue plan for His people and that they will put their faith in God and His plan. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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